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CHAPTER XV. [i.e.,xiv.]

SIEUR DE POTRINCOURT’S CONDITION AT THE TIME
OF THEIR ARRIVAL, AND HIS JOURNEY TO
THE ETECHEMINS.

UR arrival caused great joy on both sides — great
on the part of those arriving, because of their
longings, and the tediousness of so long a voy-

age; [143] but more than double was that of sieur de
Potrincourt,who had been in great distress and appre-
hension during the entire Winter. For having had
with him twenty-three people, without sufficient food
to nourish them, he had been obliged to send some off
among the Savages, to live with them: the others
had had no bread for six or seven weeks, and with-
out the assistance of these same Savages, I do not
know but that they would all have perished misera-
bly. Now the succor that we brought them, was
little else, as the saying is, than a glass of water to
a very thirsty man. First, because there were
thirty-six of us in our company, and these, added to
the 23 men that he had, made fifty-nine mouths
every day at his table; and Membertou the Savage
[144] besides, with his daughter and crew. After
living four months upon the sea, our provisions were
very much diminished, especially as our vessel was
quite small, being only fifty or sixty tons burden,
and provisioned more for fishing than anything else.
For this reason, then, it was left to Monsieur de Po-
trincourt to think how he could promptly send back



